
SOME ADVICE FROM OUR SWEP MEMBERS: 
 
    Keep an inventory of your technical reports from your classes and keep 

track of the equipment that you learn to use too (It is recommended keeping a 

binder with these items in it); having a compilation of these items will help when you 

are working on your resume, job applications and going to interviews. 

 

    Take initiative and network:  

 - Cold call companies and ask if you can job shadow. 

 - Get involved in professional organizations (like SWEP, PAEP, or 

organizations reflecting your interests), go to events or go to presentations where 

professionals will likely be and talk to people! 

 - Get business cards and write on the back of the card where and when 

you met this person. 

 

*** It doesn’t hurt to start doing these things early in your college career!** 

 

 

Turn over for more tips! 
 

  

ADVICE FROM THE 
EXPERTS: 

Breaking Into the Environmental World 



More Advice From the Experts 

 Interviewing: 

 - Even when interviewing for internships, act professional and be 
courteous. Send thank you notes to the interviewers. Remember that you are trying 
to make yourself stand out from other interviewees 

 - Research the company and the position before an interview 

 - Dress for Success!  Wear a business casual outfit when attending 
professional events. 

 

 Civil Service:  

 - If you want to get a job with DEP, DCNR or another state agency, you 
may have to take a civil service test. It’s wise to do this a few months before you 
graduate if possible. Check the civil service website regularly because the  offered 
tests/positions changes frequently.  

 http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/jobseekers/11372  

  

 - Also, if you want to work for a state agency, it’s wise to try to do this 
early on in your career and not wait until after you’ve worked other places in your 
field for a long time because when you enter the Commonwealth system, you enter 
on the bottom of the pay scale regardless of your experience.  

 

 Look for jobs and internships at DBEs (Disadvantaged Business Enterprise) 
because they probably are in need of help. Try searching on this website for 
DBEs near you. 

http://www.paucp.com/    

 

  

 Other Website Resources: 

http://swepharrisburg.wordpress.com/  

 

 Internships at DEP and DCNR: 

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/employment/13766/
internships/607957  

 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/humanresources/externapp/index.htm  
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