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A new venue was the scene 

for the 2012 “Making Envi-

ronmental Connections” con-

ference, hosted by the Capi-

tal Chapter. 

 

Central Penn College wel-

comed approximately 70 

attendees, which included 

chapter members, guest 

speakers, students,  and en-

vironmental professionals 

from all over the area. 

 

Our President, Sara Blas-

covich of Skelly & Loy, kicked 

off the meeting by welcoming 

Kelly Heffner, the DEP Dep-

uty Secretary for Water Man-

agement.  Kelly’s presenta-

tion was “Translating Science 

into Policy”, and focused on 

how scientific data can help 

shape regulations in environ-

mental work. 

 

Two concurrent panel discus-

sions were offered next, with 

members choosing between 

several speakers on Sink 

Holes,  or listening to the 

State of Pennsylvania Spe-

cies.   

 

The popular Student/

Professional Mentoring & 

Networking session provided 

the opportunity for students 

to meet with several differ-

ent groups of environmental 

professionals, and ask ques-

tions on internships, poten-

tial career paths, and the 

status of finding jobs after 

school. 

 

Kim Murphy, the President 

of the Berks Conservancy, 

was a compelling speaker 

on the topic of “The 

Bu$ine$$ of Nature”, which 

provided an inside look at 

economics and the environ-

ment.   

 

Additional concurrent ses-

sions on Environmental Haz-

ards and Aging Infrastruc-

ture were available in the 

afternoon, followed by a clos-

ing talk on Perspectives on 

Shale Gas Management from 

Arianne Proctor and Ellen 

Shultzabarger from the DCNR 

Bureau of Forestry. 

 

Many thanks to all our spon-

sors for helping the Capital 

Chapter with this excellent 

conference: 

 

Gold Sponsor: 

Groundwater Sciences Corp. 

 

Bronze Sponsors: 

AECOM 

Dawood Engineering 

Gannett Fleming 

PA American Water 

TRC Solutions 

 

In-Kind Sponsor: 

Skelly and Loy 

     http://www.facebook.com/

pages/Society-of-Women-

Environmental-Professionals

-Capital-

Chapter/318527084841270  
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3rd place 

Name: Richelle G. Corty 

School: Messiah College 

Class: General Chemistry II 

Expected  Grad Year: 2014 

————————————— -

”A b r i e f  h i s to ry o f 

Chlorofluorocarbons begins 

with their invention in the late 

1920’s to the early 1930’s in 

order to provide safer alterna-

tive to the sulfur dioxide and 

ammonia refrigerants that 

were currently being used. 

Due to these features, CFC’s 

became the choice refriger-

ants and they increasingly 

grew in popularity  in refrig-

eration systems and air condi-

tioners.  

 

After its ban in 1995, more 

environmentally friendly re-

frigerants replaced Trichloro-

fluoromethane (CFC-11), 

such as: hydrochloroflouro-

carbons (HCFCs) and hydro-

fluorocarbons (HFCs).  These 

new compounds do not in-

clude Chlorine or Bromine, 

which readily react with 

ozone to deplete the ozone 

layer. Unfortunately these 

new refrigerants are not with-

out their own risks, as envi-

ronmental agencies attribute 

them to the added effects of 

Global Warming. Therefore 

the problem has not yet fully 

been fixed.   

 

All these reasons and many 

more are national concerns, 

making this compound a le-

thal weapon whose affects are 

still being seen today. “ 

 

———————————— 

Congratulations to all our 

essay winners! 

2nd place 

Bradford Oliver 

HACC 

————————————— 

“As intelligent and responsible 

human beings, all living on the 

same planet we have an obliga-

tion to give our future genera-

tions a planet, that will survive 

long after their death. Companies  

that produce salmon and tilapia 

that are much larger than normal 

fish have provided us with the 

dilemma of providing more food 

with the added result of ecologi-

cal change in the rivers in which 

these fish live. The fish produced 

are depleting the rivers of 

smaller species of fish and con-

suming much larger amounts of 

food, thus changing the natural 

ecology of these waterways. If 

we can just see past the greed of 

this technology and regulate the 

production of these animals in 

closed or controlled environ-

ments and use these larger spe-

cies to feed starving nations, 

then our society might be doing 

a more ethical and moral thing.  

 

The answer to the problems our 

planet is encountering at its cur-

rent level is to keep the conflict 

of interest in these large compa-

nies out of government and to set 

regulation on the use of certain 

technologies. “ 

1st place: 

Amber Barger 

Harrisburg Area Comm. College 

English 104 - Report and Tech-

nical Writing 

Expected graduation year: 2013 

—————————————- 

“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

(commonly known as “the three 

R’s”), for any material or prod-

uct, is a waste disposal hierar-

chy.  

 

Plastic contaminates our bodies, 

the ocean, and the rest of the 

earth. Several plastics are known 

to have serious effects on our 

health when we consume it, 

which happens by chemicals 

leaching out of certain plastic 

packaging and into our food, and 

from plastic being in our food 

chain from animals accidently 

eating tiny pieces of plastic. 

Also, plastic will take 600 years 

or more to biodegrade on land 

and it may never biodegrade in 

the ocean. These are the reasons 

why we need to cut back on our 

usage of plastic. 

 

Plastics are bought in excess and 

used as a disposable product too 

commonly,  it will take centuries 

to biodegrade on land and may 

never biodegrade in the ocean, 

and it can only be recycled three 

times at the most. Metal and 

glass can be recycled indefi-

nitely, without compromising the 

resulting product. Plastic, on the 

other hand, can be recycled only 

one to three times because in the 

recycling process the plastic be-

gins to break down. So, when we 

recycle plastic we are only di-

verting it from the landfills for a 

short amount of time. These are 

reasons why we need to reduce, 

reuse and recycle plastics.” 

AND THE WINNER IS….. 
“Making Environmental Connections”  

Scholarship Awards 

Excerpts from Winning Essays 
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Student Mentoring Event 

 

 

 

 

 

The Capital Chapter sponsored a Student Mentoring Event on January 27, 

2012 at the Harrisburg Area Community College main campus.  

 

A great mix of students and members discussed classes, training, and breaking 

into the Environmental world. 

 

Some advice from the SWEP members included: 

Find an internship!  This is an excellent way to get experience and see 

what you like and don’t like. 

Take a course in Geographic Information Systems (GIS). 

Take a technical writing course. 

Network to meet people and find contacts. 

Volunteer for a local environmental group to get experience and under-

stand the issues in your area. 
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Denise Brinley, Capital 

Chapter Director Emeritus.  

Denise recently joined the 

Harrisburg office of TRC 

Companies, where she is 

the new Vice President and 

Principal Consultant.  In her 

new position, she will be 

working in initiatives in 

Shale Gas, brownfields, and 

renewables.   Denise will 

also head expansion of 

TRC’s due diligence, permit-

ting, and remediation sec-

tions, among other initia-

tives. 

Prior to TRC,  Denise served 

as the DEP’s Director of the 

Bureau of Environmental 

Cleanup and Brownfields, as 

well as Deputy Secretary of 

the Office of Community 

Revitalization and Local 

Government Support.   

 

Denise was named as one 

of Central Penn Business 

Journal’s “Forty Under 40”, 

and has been part of the 

Capital Chapter for many  

years.  We wish Denise all 

the best in her new position! 

Bev Reinhold, our current 

Treasurer and past Secre-

tary, was recently promoted 

to Deputy Executive Director 

for Financial Management 

at PENNVEST.   Her respon-

sibilities include the over-

sight of the disbursement of 

funds to over 200 active 

projects, the agency budget, 

issuance of Commercial 

Paper and Revenue Bonds, 

and Loan Servicing.  She 

has been with the agency 

for 20 years, previously 

serving as the Budget Ana-

lyst and Project Manager. 

 

On a personal note she 

loves hiking, camping, sew-

ing, reading, and enjoying 

her 3 children, 3 grandchil-

dren and one grandchild to 

come later this sum-

mer.  Her 2 sons and son-in-

law all currently serve in the 

PA Army National Guard as 

did her daughter for 9 years. 

HAVE AN IDEA ON  

TOPICS FOR OUR 

REGULATORY UP-

DATES?   

 

Send your suggestions to 

the newsletter staff for con-

sideration in the next event! 

 

 

More Connections 
More Connections 
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