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COMING UP IN 2012

The SWEP Capital Chapter
sponsored its annual Regulatory Update at the PA Department of Environmental
Protection’s Southcentral
Office building.

Ches Bay, with the Susquehanna River as the largest
tributary. The Bay is impaired by min drainage, agriculture, and stormwater runoff. A TMDL will require
quantitative reductions of

Nora Carreras, the Director
of the Office of Environmental Advocate. She provided much information on
the history and importance
of Environmental Justice
areas in Pennsylvania.

Approximately 50 signed up
to hear the latest news from
several DEP staff members.
Rusty Diamond, the Regional Environmental Field
Operations Director, led off
the seminar with the message “Back to Basics”. The
Southcentral DEP Region is
home to 35% of the 60,000
farms in Pennsylvania, contains the Transportation
Keystone for the entire
Northeast US, and more
active landfills and resource
recovery facilities than any
other region.
The Chesapeake Bay is a
hot topic in PA, and the DEP
is currently developing a
Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) for the Pennsylvania
portion of the basin. Andy
Zemba, the Environmental
Planning Manager in the
Water Planning Office, informed the group that over
50% of the land in the Commonwealth drains to the

Nitrogen, Phosphorus, and
Total Suspended Solids
through enhanced compliance, implementation of
Best Management Practices,
and use of new technology.
Lisa Daniels, Acting Director
of the Bureau of Water Standards/Facility Regulation
provided a helpful summary
sheet of important changes
to the Drinking Water and
Water Quality Standards
regulations.
The topic of Environmental
Justice was discussed by

Updates on Waste, Air, Radiation, and Remediation
were given by Vince Brisini,
the Acting Deputy Secretary
of that Deputate. Elizabeth
Nolan, an attorney with the
Office of Chief Counsel,
talked about Marcellus
Shale issues and impacts,
and Alisa Harris finished
the workshop discussing
the recent DEP reorganization. Look on the
SWEP website for electronic handouts!
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Member’s Corner:

It’s that time of year again!
The Capital Chapter is holding its annual Membership
Drive, and we want YOU to
join or renew!
Our fiscal year runs from
April to March, so it will
soon be time to update
your membership status
and support the Chapter
with dues.
The Society of Women Environmental Professionals is
a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that is only sup-

ported by its members and
sponsors. Officers and committees are on a volunteer
basis, and all prospective
members—men, women,
professionals, and students
are welcomed to join and
attend our events.

$50, and we offer a special student price of $10
to join. Don’t be left out!
Download a copy of the
new Membership form at
http://
swepharrisburg.wordpress.com.

The Chapter is only as
strong as its members, so
we encourage everyone to
participate and help keep
our Chapter helpful and informative on everything in
the environmental world.
Regular memberships are

SAVE THE DATE!
The Society for Women Environmental Professionals’ Capital Chapter is pleased to announce that the “Making Environmental Connections” Conference in 2012 will be held at a
NEW LOCATION!
WHAT: 7th Annual “Making Environmental Connections” Conference
WHEN: March 22, 2012 from 8 AM to 3:30 PM
WHERE: The Conference Center at Central Penn College
600 Valley Rd., Summerdale, PA 17093
WHO: All interested Environmental Professionals and students are welcome to attend.
SWEP is very excited to be able hold this event for the seventh year in a row and is pleased
to offer a wide variety of speakers on hot topics. Save the date for this exciting event,
more details will follow!

Visit us on the web at http://swepharrisburg.wordpress.com
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GRANT RECIPIENT COMPLETES PROJECT WITH HELP FROM SWEP
CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Steven Sherman, on the completion of his study on
“Perceptions of the Environment in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania: Problems and Solutions”! Steve was working with the Millersville University Polling & Research Office on the
methodology of the project.
The study contacted 540 adult residents in Lancaster county to poll their concerns on
environmental problems and possible solutions. The questionnaire was comprised of
several components, including questions of their beliefs on climate change, local environmental issues such as development of farmland, and questions on Pennsylvania’s future
energy needs.
Steve’s results showed that 2/3 of the respondents indicated that evidence for climate
change is very convincing or somewhat convincing. 56% believe that climate change
represents a major problem, with 55% believing that the main cause of climate change is
human activities. A substantial majority of 70% believe it is not too late to lessen the effects of climate change, and 52% think it is not too late to reverse the effects of climate
change.
SWEP Capital Chapter assisted in this research by providing a grant of $300. Steve presented the Chapter with a copy of the research publication in thanks for the funding assistance.

The Capital Chapter held a Holiday Social
Luncheon in November — About ten of
our members gathered at the Appalachian Brewing Company in downtown
Harrisburg to chat and enjoy each other’s
company! Look for other Social Luncheons to be announced in future issues.

Visit us on the web at http://swepharrisburg.wordpress.com
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SWEP - SOCIETY OF WOMEN ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS

HAVE AN IDEA ON
TOPICS FOR OUR
REGULATORY UPDATES
AND LUNCH & LEARNS?
Send your suggestions to
the newsletter staff for consideration in the next event!

P.O. Box 11666
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1666

Never heard of Tastefully
Simple? This fall, SWEP
Capital Chapter participated in a small fundraiser to help with expenses of scholarships
and our events.
Tastefully Simple is a
company that offers a
wide variety of easy-toprepare gourmet foods
and gifts. You will find
dip mixes, spices, a
sauces all available for
purchase.

In October, our officers emailed a flyer on ordering
items from the Tastefully
Simple catalogue. While

this effort did not net the
proceeds we had hoped,
we will be offering another chance in the
spring!

The “Face” of SWEP
SWEP Capital Chapter recently joined the millions of people on the Facebook social
network site by creating a page dedicated to the events and members in the Harrisburg area.

Website/Newsletter
Committee Members
Lyn O’Hare, Chair
lyn.ohare@ssmgroup.com
Rhonda Manning
rmanning@pa.gov

Our page will be updated frequently with news and information about the Capital
Chapter.
Don’t miss out on the events of 2012…”like” our page and receive instant notification of Chapter events!
Having Trouble Finding Our Page? Copy this URL into your Browser Address Box :
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Society-of-Women-Environmental-Professionals-Capital
-Chapter/318527084841270

Visit us on the web at http://swepharrisburg.wordpress.com

